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The Holy Family. 1664. Josefa de Obidos.

Adoration of the Kings. 18th century.

Ecce Homo. 18th century.

Reliquary bust of Saint
Christina, martyr virgin.
18th century.

This canvas, signed and dated, depicts the Earthly Trinity. The Child refuses the virginal milk and his body draws
a movement toward the cross which is held by St. Joseph in true catechetical exaltation.

The faces, in sculptural contours and vibrant luminance effects mark the humanity of the scene where the
glimpse of a curtain defines the foreground, backed by another plane populated by cherubs.

The warm tones, the chiaroscuro effects, the refinement and texture of the fabrics or the mastery of Josefa de
Obidos as a colorist heighten her to painter of the senses, in a call for a pictorial view of the worldly.

The Holy Family painted for the Discalced Carmelites of Bussaco is a theme emerging from the experience and
artistic maturity of Josefa de Obidos, which would later be resumed, in 1672, on the retable which was part of a
series for the extinct Convent of Discalced Carmelites in Cascais. Distancing one from the other is the intimate
treatment of a controlled piety in Bussaco and a greater sense of theatricality in Cascais.

Josefa de Ayala y Cabrera was born in Seville in 1630. In 1644 she was staying at the Augustinian Hermits
Convent of Santa Ana in Coimbra, while her father, Baltazar Gomes Figueira, was painting the great altarpiece
for the church of the Grace College of Coimbra. She would spend most of her life in the bucolic village of
Obidos, where she worked and deceased in 1684.

Jerusalem city. 18th century. Mystical marriage of Saint Transverberation of Saint
Teresa de Avila. 18th century. Teresa de Avila. c. 1770.
Our lady of Sorrows. (Mater Saint Teresa of Avila. Saint Joseph and Christ Child.
Dolorosa). 17th century? 18th century 18th century.
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